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Please take a few moments to give us your feedback by completing the Spring Survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/85VBYQF

On Tuesday, May 4, voters in the Kalamazoo RESA (KRESA) service area will be asked
to vote on the renewal of a six-year, 1.5-mill property tax to help fund the cost of special
education in local schools. Voters originally approved the millage in 2015. If the renewal
is approved, the funds will be used by Kalamazoo RESA to reimburse local, public
school districts and public academies for mandated special education costs.

The special education millage currently generates approximately $12.5 million for
special education. Without it, local districts would be required to pay for special
education services out of their general funds, resulting in fewer dollars to support
programs for all students. Because this is a renewal, it will not cause an increase in tax
rates. Homeowners would continue to pay the same rate based on the taxable value of
their home, which is typically about half of the market value. A homeowner with a home
with a taxable value of $75,000 (approximate market value $150,000) would continue to
pay $112.50 per year, or $9.38 per month.

In addition, taxpayers in the Kalamazoo RESA service area will see a reduction in their
millage rate in May 2021 when the 0.275 debt millage currently being levied will be
removed because bonds approved in 2007 will be paid off.

Registered voters in the Kalamazoo RESA service area may vote on the special
education millage renewal in the May 4 election. The last day to register to vote is April
19. Voters may register in person through election day. Absentee voters who are on the
state’s permanent absentee voter list will automatically receive an absentee ballot
application six to eight weeks before the election. All voters are eligible to vote absentee
in Michigan by requesting an absentee ballot from their city or township clerk in writing
by April 30. More information on absentee voting may be found at michigan.gov/vote.
See additional information and answers to frequently asked questions on the KRESA
website.

This Wednesday, April 14, I will host a third grade in-person recess from
12:10-1:10. Interested third grade families should use this sign-up to RSVP by 12:00
pm on Tuesday, 4/13. In addition to the grade level Wednesdays, there is interest from
families in additional onsite recess opportunities. In order to make that happen, I will
need volunteers. If you can help during on-site recess please fill out this Google Form.
(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdtx2aJYCg4q08gxMvf4EpQ6ZKSkCNaH
5YtXHJ2Z2btzVvjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link)
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We need more trunks for the spring Trunk or Treat on April 23 from 6-8 pm. Please
use this Sign-Up Genius to volunteer
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d48aba728a4f58-winchell5).

Mrs. Clearwaters will be holding an optional Lino Printing Class for 5th grade
students on May 6 from 4-5:30 pm. There is no cost to participate. The class size is
limited. If there is a high demand Mrs. Clearwaters has agreed to hold more sessions.
Use this link to get more information and sign-up
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4FACAA2FA0F49-5thgrade).

Spring NWEA testing will take place during the following weeks. Classroom teachers
will send home specific testing days and times.

◦ May 17-21 K-8 MAP Growth Math
◦ May 24-28 K-8 MAP Growth Reading

Spring is also the time of year when schools across the state traditionally administer the
Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress (M-STEP). The M-STEP is
Michigan’s common test system for elementary and middle school students. The test
evaluates performance in English Language Arts and Mathematics, along with Science
and Social Studies in selected grades. It is designed to measure mastery of academic
standards. As a summative test, the M-STEP’s purpose is to provide a snapshot of
student learning during the school year.

Last year due to the pandemic, the United States Department of Education offered a
blanket waiver to states, and the M-STEP was not administered. On April 6 the U.S.
Department of Education informed the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) that
their request to waive the testing requirement this year was denied. This was very
disappointing. MDE has informed school districts that during the COVID-19 pandemic, it
does not support requiring otherwise remote or virtual students to be brought into school
solely for the purpose of state assessment. This year only, districts have to offer
third through eighth grade, ninth, and eleventh grade virtual students the
opportunity to come into school to take the appropriate state summative
assessments. However, KPS students are not required to come into school for
the sole purpose of taking the assessments.

Considering that this test must be in-person, if a parent feels safe and is interested in
having their student test, please register by clicking here before midnight on Sunday,
April 18.  KPS has developed a plan with our safety protocols in place for testing in
select buildings during the allowed testing window. The testing site for your child will be
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determined by the number of students who register to take the test. The form will allow
you to also indicate if your students will need transportation. Please keep in mind we do
not guarantee social distancing on buses and recommend guardians transport their own
children.


